
 
 
 
 
 
Motor oil keeps engine parts lubricated and functioning properly. Check and change your oil regularly, 
especially before a long trip because it is the lifeblood of the engine. When the oil is not clean, the 
engine works harder and wastes gas. So if it looks like chocolate syrup, go ahead and schedule that oil 
change. Also have your engine checked out if you’re losing more than a quart every 1000 miles. It could 
indicate something is wrong.  

Checking your oil is super simple and takes about one minute. Make it a habit of checking your oil every 
two weeks. DON’T wait until you see the “check oil” light come on or hear clunking from your engine. 
Preferably check the oil level when the engine is cool, or at least 30 minutes after you last drove your 
car. It’s best if your car is parked on a level surface instead of on an incline or a hill. 

 

What you will need: 

 To check oil level: paper towel or rag 
 To add oil: correct type of oil for your car and a funnel (a paper funnel from a gas station works 

well) 

 

Safety first:  Turn off the engine when checking and adding oil. 

 
 

Instructions for checking the oil level: 

01. Open the hood. 
02. Find your dipstick handle. In most modern cars, it is a brightly colored handle conveniently 

labeled “oil.” 
03. Pull out the dipstick.  
04. Wipe the dipstick with a paper towel or rag to clean it so you get an accurate reading 
05. Replace the dipstick and make sure it is pushed all the way back in place. 
06. Remove the dipstick again. 
07. Hold the dipstick horizontally and examine the end of it. 
08. At the end of the dipstick, you will see markings and some oil. The markings will usually be two 

notches, two holes, or a range of hash marks. The top of the oil line should sit between the two 
markings on the dipstick.  

09. You may need to add oil if the oil level reads low. Do it right away if you can’t see any oil on the 
dipstick. (See instructions for adding oil below.) 

10. If the oil is dark and thick, rather than amber colored, it may need to be changed. 
11. Replace the oil dipstick and make sure it’s in all the way. 
12. Do a happy dance because YOU DID IT!  
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Instructions for adding oil: 

Check your owner’s manual for the type of oil your vehicle requires. On the top of the engine, you 
should see a cap with a symbol of an oilcan or the word “oil.” This is where you add the oil. Only put in a 
little at a time and continually check the level using the dipstick because you do not want to overfill the 
oil.  

 

01. Remove the oil fill cap from your engine.  
02. Place a funnel in the hole. 
03. Pour 1/2 a quart of engine oil into the funnel. 
04. Wait a minute. 
05. Recheck your oil fill level. 
06. If the oil level is still under the lower indicator, repeat steps 3-5. Remove the funnel and replace 

the oil fill cap. 
07. Start your engine and let it run for a few minutes. 
08. Stop your engine. 
09. Check your oil fill level once more. Make sure the level is still between the two marks. 
10. When the oil level reads full (or you at least have enough oil in there to get to the store to buy 

more), replace the cap and close the hood. 
11. Again, do the happy dance! And then tell your car that you lover her, just because. 
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